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Quinney maintained that the previous five 
propositions can be accumulated into a com-
posite. The theoretical framework for the 
social reality of crime describes, as well as 
explains, factors that increase the probabil-
ity of crime in society, which subsequently 
results in the social reality of crime (see 
Figure 11.3).99

The Radical Conflict 
Perspectives

While it is difficult to summarize the various 
conservative (pluralist) conflict perspectives, 
this is even more challenging with the radical 
conflict perspectives. Criminologists within 
this perspective have covered a broad range 

of interests, including Marxism (discussed below) and left realism (discussed at the end of 
this chapter). Regardless of these various positions, the recent radical conflict perspectives 
can be traced to the writings of Karl Marx.100

Marxist Criminology
Marx wrote very little about crime and criminal behavior. Radical criminologists, how-
ever, applied his ideas concerning social class to understanding crime. His philosophy was 
greatly influenced by the poor economic conditions following the Industrial Revolution. 
He argued that societies are characterized by class struggles. These class struggles are 
essentially based on the economic organization of a society.101

Marx focused on the means of production. Society is divided into two classes based on 
the means of production. The superordinate class, or bourgeoisie, owns the means of 
production (e.g., factories); the subordinate class, or proletariat, works for those who 
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Source: Adapted from Quinney, R. (1970). The social reality of crime. Boston: Little, Brown, p. 24.

1. Group conflict theory does not explain more individual types of
behavior such as __________.

2. According to Turk, social order is not maintained through
consensus but, rather, a __________–__________ balance.

3. Unlike Quinney, Turk argued that the political use of a theory
is irrelevant when assessing the validity of that theory; this has
been designated as the __________ conflict perspective.

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e

LEARNING CHECK 11.2

bourgeoisie: a class or 
status Marx assigned to 
the dominant, oppressing 
owners of the means of 
production; believed to 
create and implement 
laws that helped retain 
their dominance over the 
working class


